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THE  LINEAGE  OF  SOME  OF  OUR  BONSAI  TEACHERS

# Name Birth Death Teacher 1 Teacher 2 Teacher 3 Garden Notes

1 South African-born teacher
2 Adams, Peter D. 1939 British-born teacher and author

3 c.1979
4 1937 Japanese-bonsai master

5 1973 Barton, Dan
6 2005 American-born author

7 Banting, Vaughn 1947 2008

8 Barrett, Jim 1929
9 Barton, Dan 1938 British-born author and teacher

10

11 1931 2011 Kaneko, Noboru
12 1985 American-born artist

13 1965

14

15 South African-born author and teacher

16 Clemons, Rodney
17 South African-born teacher
18 1947 Adams, Peter D. Scottish-born author and teacher

          Compiled by Robert J. Baran, with William N. Valavanis

Adam, Rudi Coetzee, Bernard

Olive Grove Bonsai 
Centre, Kraaifontein, 
Western Cape, South 
Africa

Akiyama, Minoru Kobayashi, Kunio

Akiyama Bonsai En, 
Nirasaki, Yamanashi, 
Japan

Japanese-born son-in-law of 
Kobayashi, Kunio and youngest winner 
(age 29) of Prime Minister award at 34th 
Sakufu-Ten in 2008 

Ando, Keizo Hamano, Motosuke

Armitage, John Urushibata, Nobuichi Invernizzi, Marco British-born shohin artist and teacher
Ballard, Ernesta Yoshimura, Yuji

Rosade, F. Chase Naka, John Yoshio

American-born teacher; founded The 
Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society 
(1972); author 

Komai, Khan Kishii, Mr.
American-born teacher; BCI president; 
first GSBF president; author; potter

Bennett, Megumi Katō, Saburō
Bonsai Art, Terrey 
Hills, NSW, Australia

Japanese-born Australian artist and 
teacher

Benz, Willi Katō, Saburō Naka, John Yoshio
German-born suiseki expert; author 
and teacher

Bjorholm, Bjorn Fujikawa, Keiichi

Bloch, Farrand Terakawa, Hotsumi Yoshimura, Yuji Kurosu, Shigeo
Sozo Bonsai Studio, 
Voorschoten, Holland

Dutch-born artist and editor of Bonsai 
Focus magazine

Casmar, Stephen Valavanis, William N. Nakamura, Susumu Yamaji, Hiroyoshi “Hiro”

The Bonsai 
Conservatory, 
Cleveland, Ohio, USA 
[closed]

American-born teacher (now in New 
Dehli area of India)

Ceronio, Charles Naka, John Yoshio Oki, Ben Nagatoshi, Roy

Jones, E. Felton
Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, USA

American-born teacher and collection 
curator

Coetzee, Bernard
Coussins, Craig Naka, John Yoshio
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19

20

21 1880 1953
22 Donovan, Earl H. American-born artist

23 Doyle, James F. 1951 American-born artist
24 1953 Italian-born artist

25 Use, Danny

26 1925 1998

27 1963

28
29
30
31 Banting, Vaughn American-born bald cypress expert
32 American-born teacher and author

33 1921 2003
34 1967 American-born potter; author

35 1991
36

37 Barton, Dan Use, Danny
38

39 1917
40 1903 1987
41
42 Hughes, Malcolm Adams, Peter D. Barton, Dan

43
44 teacher
45

Deeg, Gordon Mitsuya, Yasuo Shaner, Katherine “Kathy”
American-born director of Lake Merritt 
GSBF Collection North

DeGroot, David Mitsuya, Yasuo Nakayama, Hayato Sudo, Susumo
American-born teacher; Weyerhaeuser 
Pacific Rim collection curator

Doi, Tameichi “Sam”
Japanese-born teacher active in 
Southern California from 1920s-1948

Nagata, Frank Fusaji B.

Rosade, F. Chase

Nature's Way 
Nursery, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, USA

Ferrari, Enzo Ando, Keizo Suzuki, Hideo Notter, Pius

Foele, Peter
Belgium-born teacher, mostly in 
Scotland

Fujii, Hideo “Leroy” Naka, John Yoshio Matsusaki, Paul
American-born teacher; co-founder of 
Phoenix Bonsai Society

Fujikawa, Keiichi Katō, Saburō Fujikawa, Minoru
Kouka-en, Ikeda City, 
Osaka, Japan son of Fujikawa, Minoru

Fujikawa, Minoru
Kouka-en, Ikeda City, 
Osaka, Japan

Furuya, Morihei Doi, Tameichi “Sam”
Gastrich, Berni Yoshimura, Yuji
Guidry, Guy
Gustafson, Herb L. Kawamoto, Toshio Yamamoto, Tom Wu, Yee-sun

Gyllenswan, Marion Yoshimura, Yuji Murata, Kyuzo
American-born teacher; first NBF 
president

Hagedorn, Michael Suzuki, Shinji

Hamano, Motosuke
Toju-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

Hamasaki, Harry

Hanby, John Kawabe, Takeo

Newstead Bonsai 
Centre, West 
Yorkshire, UK

Hino, Satoki

Hirao, Harry Y. Naka, John Yoshio
American-born suiseki and California 
juniper expert; teacher

Hirotsu, Keiseki 
Hoshikawa, Yuji Hino, Satoki Koka-en, Japan

Liporace, Salvatore

Izumi, Chisen 
introduced bonkei in present form at 
end of 19th cent.

Ikeda, Mel Naka, John Yoshio Hirao, Harry Y. Komai, Khan
Imai, Chiharu Yamada, Tomio
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46 c.1917 2003

47 1975

48 1890 1975

49

50 1896 1984

51 1921 2007

52 1957

53 Kajiwara, Nobuyuki 1951

54 2004 teacher
55 Kaneko, Noboru 1940
56 1986 teacher

57

58 1942

59 1918 2001
60

61 1915 2008

62 1921

63 nurseryman

64 1883 1946

Imazumi, Masaharu "Mas"
American-born teacher; founded Fuji 
Bonsai Club (1954)

Invernizzi, Marco Kimura, Masahiko Liporace, Salvatore

Marco Invernizzi 
Bonsai School @ 
Willowbog Bonsai, 
Northeast, UK

Italian-born teacher, author, and tool 
innovator

Iseyama, Homei
Japanese-born sensei of Fuji Bonsai 
Club [CA] (1955-1975)

Ishii, Masaru Hamasaki, Harry
Chikugo-en, Gardena, 
California, USA

Iura, Frank Ekizo
Japanese-born co-founder of the Los 
Angeles Bonsai Club (1960)

Jones, E. Felton Nagata, Frank Fusaji B. Naka, John Yoshio

Sho-Ko-En School of 
Bonsai, Atlanta, 
Georgia, USA 

American-born teacher; founded 
Bonsai Society of the Carolinas (1964)

Joura, Arthur Yoshimura, Yuji

North Carolina 
Arboretum's Bonsai 
Exhibition Garden, 
Asheville, North 
Carolina, USA 

American-born teacher and NC 
Arboretum bonsai collection curator

Katō, Terukichi

Japanese-born teacher, trainer and 
exhibition organiser in Italy, 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, 
Spain, the UK and New Zealand

Kamiya, Kihachiro Suzuki, Toshinori
Kihachi-en, Anjyo 
City, Japan

Katō, Saburō Isei-en, Japan
Kato, Bob

Katō, Haruhiko Katō, Hatsuji
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan son of Katō, Hatsuji

Katō, Hatsuji Katō, Saburō
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan son of Katō, Saburō; teacher

Katō, Hideo Katō, Tomekichi II

Yagumo Mansei-en, 
Omiya City, Saitama, 
Japan son of Katō, Tomekichi II; teacher

Kato, Kyuichi Toka-en, Japan

Katō, Saburō Katō, Tomekichi II
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan

son of Katō, Tomekichi II; author; the 
International Bridge-builder

Katō, Terukichi Katō, Tomekichi II
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan son of Katō, Tomekichi II

Katō, Tomekichi
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan

Katō, Tomekichi II Katō, Tomekichi
Mansei-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan

adopted son of Katō, Tomekichi; 
original name Takeda
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65
66 1890 1960

67 1917
68 1990 Smith, Jim American-born teacher

69

70 1853 1920

71 1940

72 1948 Japanese-born teacher
73 1952 Japanese-born teacher

74 1889 1972
75 German-born author and teacher

76 1913 1996
77 1931
78 Polish-born teacher

79 Komuro, Kakutaro

80

81 1957

Kawabe, Takeo Kimura, Masahiko

Japanese-born teacher and 
demonstrator, creator of tools including 
grinders, chain-saw like devices and 
most recently, a line of bonsai scissors

Kawamoto, Tokichi Kibe, Yonekichi Meiju-en, Japan

Kawamoto, Toshio Kawamoto, Tokichi Meiju-en, Japan
founded saikei form; author and 
teacher

Kempinski, Robert

Kibe, Hanjiro Kibe, Yonekichi
Kibe, Yonekichi's son-in-law and 
successor at Taiko-en

Kibe, Yonekichi Suzuki, Magohachi Taiko-en, Japan

nickname “Beio”; was the first to use 
copper wire and was considered 
"second to none around 1934." 

Kimura, Masahiko Hamano, Motosuke

Kimura Bonsai 
Nursery, Saitama, 
Japan

master designer, artist and teacher; the 
"Magical Technician of Kindai 
Shuppan"; author

Kobayashi, Kunio
Shunka-en, Edogawa 
City, Japan

Kobayashi, Natsuo Kurosu, Shigeo

Kobayashi, Norio Kibe, Yonekichi

author, edited and published very 
influential periodical Bonsai magazine 
for 518 consecutive issues, co-founder 
of Kokufu Bonsai Association

Koehn, Alfred Yoshimura, Yuji Sugimasa, Shōun

Komai, Khan Nagata, Frank Fusaji B.

Komai Bonsai 
Nursery, Temple City, 
California, USA

son-in-law of Nagata, Frank Fusaji B.; 
teacher

Komatsu, Masao Murata, Kyuzo Taiko-en, Japan
Komsta, Mario Masumi, Setsuko Urushibata, Nobuichi Xin, Changbao

Hamano, Motosuke
Shoutou-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan

Kondo, Akio Kamiya, Kihachiro

Kokufu prize-winning artist and teacher 
who sold his nursery in 2009 so as to 
be able to travel more, work on trees 
across Japan and teach overseas

Koreshoff, Deborah Koreshoff, Vita Koreshoff, Dorothy

Koreshoff Bonsai 
Nursery, Castle Hill, 
New South Wales, 
Australia [1951-2008, 
closed]

Australian-born author and teacher 
[retired out of bonsai]
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82 1930

83 1909 1985
84 Krebs, Peter 1943 German-born potter

85

86
87 teacher
88

89 1941

90 1958 Italian-born teacher and author
91 Lucas, Becky founded clubs in South Africa
92 1938 Argentine-born teacher
93
94 GSBF president; teacher
95 teacher
96 Manning, Cheryl American-born teacher

97 1950
98
99

100

101 1906 1970

102 1935
103

Koreshoff, Dorothy Koreshoff, Vita

Koreshoff Bonsai 
Nursery, Castle Hill, 
New South Wales, 
Australia [1951-2008, 
closed]

Australian-born author and teacher; 
ABS President and editor

Koreshoff, Vita

Koreshoff Bonsai 
Nursery, Castle Hill, 
New South Wales, 
Australia [1951-2008, 
closed]

first learned as child in Manchuria; 
introduced bonsai to Australia; author 
and teacher

Lesniewicz, Paul

Kubota, Masamitsu Suzuki, Toshinori

Tosu Shoryoku 
Bonsai Garden, Tosu 
City, Kyushu, Japan son of Kubota, Teruaki

Kubota, Teruaki

Shoryoku-en Bonsai 
Garden, Nagasaki, 
Kyushu, Japan

Kuo, Sze-Ern “Ernie” Kimura, Masahiko Naka, John Yoshio
Kurosu, Shigeo Katō, Hideo second son of Katō, Hideo

Lesniewicz, Paul
Bonsai Zentrum, 
Heidelberg, Germany

German-born author [retired out of 
bonsai]

Liporace, Salvatore Kimura, Masahiko
Studio Botanico, 
Gaggiano, Italy

Kawamoto, Toshio Murata Kyuzo
Lucero, Jorge Naka, John Yoshio Saburomaru, Toshio “Tosh”
Maggione, Luigi Liporace, Salvatore
Makishima, Dennis Mitsuya, Yasuo Imazumi, Masaharu "Mas" Suzuki, Hiroshi
Manakitivipart, Boon Kamiya, Kihachiro Mitsuya, Yasuo

Naka, John Yoshio Mitsuya, Yasuo

Martin, Brussel Shaner, Kathy Oki, Ben Naka, John Yoshio

Brussel's Bonsai 
Nursery, Olive 
Branch, MS, USA

American-born nurseryman and 
teacher

Masumi, Setsuko
Matsuda, Shingo Kamiya, Kihachiro

Matsuda, Yasuji Murata, Kyuzo

Shogetsu-en, 
Yamakita, Kanagawa, 
Japan

Matsusaki, Toyotoshi “Paul”

Toyo Nursery, 
Phoenix, AZ [c.1955-
1970, closed]

Japanese-born teacher; founder of 
Phoenix [AZ] Bonsai Society

Matsuura, Arishige Matsuura, Tokichi Murata, Keiji
adopted son of Matsuura, Tokichi; 
original name Betto

Matsuura, Tokichi 
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104

105

106 teacher

107 1958 certified Bonsai Master

108 1936

109 1926 1988

110 1901 1993

111 1902 1991

112 1971
113 American-born teacher

114 1890 1980

115 1943

116 1916 2004

117 1914 2004
118

119 1932

120

121 Neil, Ryan American-born teacher

McDermott, Dennis Webber, Leonard

Metaxas, Hideko Hidemika Kato, Bob Hirotsu, Keiseki translator; suiseki and ikebana expert

Mitsuya, Yasuo Suzuki, Toshinori Suzuki, Saichi
Tokai-en, Toyohashi, 
Japan

Miyata, Kenji Kubota, Masamitsu Suzuki, Toshinori Mitsuya, Yasuo

Miyata-en Bonsai 
Garden, Toyohashi, 
Aichi, Japan

Murata, Isamu Murata, Kyuzo
adopted son of Murata, Kyuzo; original 
name Wakabayashi

Murata, Keiji Murata, Kenji Koki-en, Japan

son of Murata, Kenji; editor/publisher of 
Bonsai World magazine; author; co-
founder of Japan Suiseki Association

Murata, Kenji
Koju-en, Kagawa, 
Japan son of Suzuki, Reimon; author

Murata, Kyuzo Katō, Tomekichi II
Kyuka-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan

the Father of Modern Japanese Bonsai; 
teacher, author

Murata, Yukio Murata, Kyuzo
Kyuka-en, Omiya 
City, Saitama, Japan son of Murata, Isamu

Muth, Pauline Naka, John Yoshio Pudney, Earl

Nagata, Frank Fusaji B. Doi, Tameichi “Sam”

Baiko-En, West Los 
Angeles, California, 
USA (closed)

Japanese-born teacher; Dean of 
Southern California bonsaimen; 
nurseryman

Nagatoshi, Roy Nagatoshi, Shigeru Naka, John Yoshio

Fuji Bonsai Nursery, 
Sylmar, California, 
USA

American-born teacher; son of 
Nagatoshi, Shigeru

Nagatoshi, Shigeru Iura, Frank Ekizo

Fuji Bonsai Nursery, 
Sylmar, California, 
USA

Naka, John Yoshio Nagata, Frank Fusaji B. Doi, Tameichi “Sam” Naka, Sadahei
grandson of Naka, Sadahei; American-
born Grand Master; author

Naka, Sadahei

Nakamura, Susumu

Shonan School of 
Bonsai, Yokohama, 
Kanagawa, Japan 
(1976- )

International teacher, Director and 
official lecturer of the Nippon Bonsai 
Association, sponsored by the 
Japanese government to promote 
bonsai in Canada

Nakayama, Suisho Hayato

Nakayama Suishoen 
Nursery, Yamato-
Takada, Nara, Japan Satsuki-artist and author

Kimura, Masahiko

International Bonsai 
Mirai, Portland, 
Oregon, USA
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122 Australian-born nurseryman

123 1960
124

125

126 1918 2006

127 1927

128

129
130 1926 teacher
131
132 founded bonkei school
133 Page, Mike Tucker, Melba

134 1935 2008
135
136 Rivera, Felix
137 Romano, John 1954 American-born rare book collector

138 1935 American-born teacher

139 1996
140 Hiroshima

141
142
143
144 Japanese-born teacher 

145 Smith, Jim 1925
146 Smith, Trevor author
147 Stafford-Jones, Ruth c.1921 2010 British-born teacher

Nesci, Ray Webber, Leonard Naka, John Yoshio

Ray Nesci Bonsai 
Nurseyt, Dural, NSW, 
Australia

Noelanders, Marc Kimura, Masahiko

Belgium-born teacher and author; 
initiated Noelanders Trophy 
competition

Nomoto, Daisaku Kamiya, Kihachiro

Notter, Pius
Arboretum, Boswil, 
Aargau, Switzerland

Swiss-born artist and teacher, and 
Japanese garden designer

Ogasawara, Shinji Katō, Tomekichi II Katō, Saburō Katō, Hideo
Seifu-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

Japanese-born teacher; director of 
Nippon Bonsai Kyodo Kumiai

Oki, Ben Naka, John Yoshio
American-born teacher; Huntington 
Gardens bonsai collection curator

Oshima, Kenji Suzuki, Toshinori
Meiju-en, Okayama, 
Okayama, Japan son of Oshima, Mikio

Oshima, Mikio Suzuki, Saichi
Meiju-en, Okayama, 
Okayama, Japan

Ota, Richard Kazumasa Naka, John Yoshio
Ouwinga, Matt Kobayashi, Kunio
Oyama, Tansui Izumi, Chisen

Kato, Bob Saburomaru, Toshio “Tosh”

Perry Alstadt, Lynn R. Murata, Kyuzo

Suzu-en, Erie, 
Pennsylvania, USA 
[closed]

American-born author; ABS director 
and co-founder; teacher

Pudney, Earl
Nagata, Frank Fusaji B. Hirotsu, Keiseki 
Urushibata, Nobuichi Miyata, Kenji

Rosade, F. Chase Yoshida, Kyuzo Kawamoto, Toshio

Rosade Bonsai 
Studio, New Hope, 
Pennsylvania, USA 
(1970- )

Saburomaru, Toshio “Tosh” Yoshimura, Yuji
teacher; co-founded Bonsai Clubs 
Association (1962)

Seihouen, Shintani

Shaner, Katherine “Kathy” Mitsuya, Yasuo Imazumi, Masaharu "Mas" Hirao, Harry

American-born teacher; first woman & 
Western certified sensei; curator of 
Lake Merritt GSBF Collection North

Shiba, Katsumi Naka, John Yoshio
Shiba, Lindsay Shiba, Katsumi Komai, Khan son of Shiba, Katsumi
Shimazu, Takashi “Tak” Hirao, Harry Naka, John Yoshio

Saburomaru, Toshio
American-born nurseryman and 
teacher

Coussins, Craig
Nakamura, Susumu
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148 1927 2009

149
150 founded bonkei school
151
152 1928 2010
153

154

155 1902 1991
156

157 1955

158 1929

159

160 1921 2008
161 1946

162 c.1914 1979

163 1942
164 1962
165 1957 Barton, Dan English-born teacher and artist

166 Tucker, Melba c.1917 1999
167

168

169 Use, Danny

170 1951
171 Smith, Jim American-born artist

Stowell, Jerry Yoshimura, Yuji Murata, Kyuzo
American-born author; first ABS 
president; teacher

Sudo, Susumo

Chikufu-en Bonsai 
Garden, Tochigi, 
Japan

Sugimasa, Shōun Izumi, Chisen
Suzuki, Hideo
Suzuki, Hiroshi Kato, Bob
Suzuki, Magohachi Uchiyama, Chotaro Jr. Kujo-en, Japan son of Uchiyama, Chotaro Jr.

Suzuki, Riemon Suzuki, Magohachi
changed name to Murata; son of 
Suzuki Magohachi

Suzuki, Saichi Kato, Kyuichi 
Daiju-en, Okazaki, 
Aichi, Japan

authority and bonsai artist for conifers, 
esp. Japanese black and five-needle 
pine

Suzuki, Shinji Hamano, Motosuke

Suzuki, Toru Seihouen, Shintani Suzuki, Toshinori Suzuki, Saichi
Daiju-en, Okazaki, 
Aichi, Japan son of Suzuki, Toshinori

Suzuki, Toshinori Suzuki, Saichi
Daiju-en, Okazaki, 
Aichi, Japan son of Suzuki, Saichi

Tacktill, Phil Yoshimura, Yuji

Juisan Bonsai 
Nursery, New York, 
USA

Takanashi, Masao (Mas) Naka, John Yoshio

Takanashi Nursery, 
San Diego, California, 
USA

American-born co-founder and sensei 
of San Diego Bonsai Club

Takeo, Kawabe Kimura, Masahiko

Takeyama, Fusazo
Fuya-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

Takeyama, Hiroshi Takeyama, Fusazo
Fuya-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan son of Takeyama. Fusazo

Terakawa, Hotsumi Katō, Hideo
Tolley, Steve Notter, Pius Terakawa, Hotsumi

Komai, Khan
American-born suiseki and saikei 
expert

Uchiyama, Chotaro Jr. 

Urushibata, Nobuichi Murata, Keiji
Taisho-en, Shizuoka, 
Shizuoka, Japan

Ginkgo Bonsai 
Center, Laarne, 
Belgium

Belgium-born teacher and collector, 
hosted first six prestigious Ginkgo 
Awards

Valavanis, William N. Yoshimura, Yuji Murata, Kyuzo Kawamoto, Toshio

International Bonsai 
Arboretum, 
Rochester, New York, 
USA

American-born editor of International 
Bonsai magazine; author, teacher

Vanlandingham, Jim
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172 Warren, Peter English-born artist

173 1989

174

175 1905 2005
176

177

178 1909 2006

179 1901 1983

180 1978

181 1938

182
183 Yamaki, Katsutaro
184 Yamaki, Masaru 1903 1993 Yamaki, Katsutaro son of Yamaki, Katsutaro
185 1924

186
187
188

189 1934 2008

190 1891 1975

191 1921 1997

Kobayashi, Kunio

Webber, Leonard C.
Silver Bell Nursery, 
Australia (1951)

Australian-born teacher and author; 
Ryde Horticultural School sensei

Wu, Yee-Hong co-founder of penjing Lingnan school

Wu, Yee-sun Wu, York-Yu 
Man Lung Garden, 
Hong Kong son of Wu, York-Yu, author

Wu, York-Yu Wu, Yee-Hong son of Wu, Yee-Hong

Xin, Changbao

Baosheng Bonsai 
Garden, Changzhou, 
Jiangsu, China 

Xu, Xiaobai master of the Yangzhou penjing school

Yamada, Kamajiro
Seiko-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

author and third-generation artist, one 
of first to use copper wire instead of 
cheaper zinc galvanized steel wire 
(around end of  WWI)

Yamada, Kaori Yamada, Tomio
Seiko-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

author and fifth-generation artist, 
daughter of Yamada, Tomio and 
innovator of quicker and mostly two-
handed diorama-like Saika (“colorful 
flower”) Bonsai for women and young 
people

Yamada, Tomio Yamada, Kamajiro
Seiko-en, Omiya City, 
Saitama, Japan

author and fourth-generation artist, son 
of Yamada, Kamajiro

Yamaji, Hiroyoshi “Hiro”

Sanshoen Bonsai 
Export, Kagawa, 
Japan

Kakuju-en, Japan
Yamamoto, Tom T. Kawamoto, Toshio

Yamane, Keiko Katō, Saburō
Keijukai Bonsai 
School, Japan kusamono expert

Yoneda, Kazuo Naka, John Yoshio
Yoshida, Kyuzo Nara, Japan

Yoshimura, Kinichi Yoshimura, Toshiji
Kofu-en, Meguro, 
Tokyo, Japan

son of Yoshimura, Toshiji; nickname 
was Kanekazu

Yoshimura, Toshiji Kibe, Hanjiro Kibe, Yonekichi
Kofu-en, Meguro, 
Tokyo, Japan

leader in bonsai world; a top suiseki 
expert; co-founder of Nippon Bonsai 
Society and Japan Suiseki Association

Yoshimura, Yuji Yoshimura, Toshiji

Kofu-en, Naka-
Meguro, Tokyo, 
Japan

son of Yoshimura, Toshiji; the Father of 
Popular Bonsai in the Non-Oriental 
World; Japanese-born author and 
teacher
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192 Young, Dorothy S. 2001

193 1949

Please note that there is no exact equivalence between teachers-students as simply shown above.  Some teachers were studied with for only a few months.
Some students undertook a full formal apprenticeship program, some studied under their teachers during one or more workshops or in years of club settings,
some may have been strongly inspired by the writings/sayings and/or works/compositions of their teachers.

It is not our intention to give the impression that each of these teachers was equally proficient or that each of the students was equally responsive to each
teacher.  And, obviously, many students had more than three significant teachers.  We are, to an extent, repeating here in a consolidated fashion what
many of these persons have already reported.  This Lineage is humbly presented to give a sketch of what some of our relationships have been. 

Kawamoto, Toshio Wu, Yee-sun

Keith Valley Nursery, 
Spring House, 
Pennsylvania, USA 
[closed]

American-born author and teacher; 
ABS President and editor

Zhao, Qingquan “Brook” Xu, Xiaobai 

Chinese-born teacher and author; 
developed "Water-and-Land" penjing 
style

Additional input from Chris Cochrane, Dave DeGroot, Billy M. Rhodes, and IBC member JamesJ.
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